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Course Title 
Clarification: This is the name 
of the course as it would 
appear in the program of 
studies. 

US History 

Author McQuinn 

Statement of Outcome 
Clarification: This is a general 
statement of what a student 
would get out of taking this 
class. It is what would appear 
as the description of your 
course in the program of 
studies. 

This course is designed to provide a challenging environment for students to explore American history in order to draw conclusions about American society. Students will also examine important themes and patterns in American History 
through historical methodologies.  Rather than a survey course, this class will take in-depth looks at a few eras of American history which may vary by semester determined in part by student preference. 

 

Unit Name & Timeframe 
Clarification: What is the 
name of your unit? 
Approximately how long will it 
last? 

American Values Civil War The Great Depression Immigration Vietnam War and the 
60’s 

American Justice   

Topic(s) and driving 
question. 
Clarification: This is stuff or 
“content” you will use to teach 
the GP indicators and  GX and 
the questions you use to frame 
the big ideas. 

What are ‘American 
Values’? 

●​ What values 
were written in 
the Declaration 
of Indpendence? 

●​ Is the American 
Dream real for 
all Americans? 

 

What did the Civil War 
accomplish? 

●​ What were they 
fighting for? 

●​ A turning 
pointin the war 
(and American 
history)? 

●​ What were the 
costs of the war? 

●​ Aftermath 

What was the Great 
Depression? 

●​ How were people 
affected? 

●​ What was the 
New Deal? 

●​ How tough were 
the times? 

●​ What were the 
lessons of the 
Great 
Depression? 

What was the 
immigration experience? 

●​ Who were the 
immigrants and 
why did they 
come? 

●​ What first 
experiences did 
immigrants 
have? 

●​ Did immigrant 
expectations 
meet reality? 

●​ Immigration 
today 

Was the Vietnam War 
Worth Fighting? 

●​ What were the 
roots of the 
conflict? 

●​ What was the 
war experience? 

●​ What was 
happening back 
home? 

●​ What were the 
lessons of the 
Vietnnam War? 

What is justice? 
●​ What’s fair, 

what’s not? 
●​ Who judges? 
●​ Punishment of 

mercy? 
●​ And justice for 

all? 

  

GX Focus 
Clarification: This is the GX’s 
you plan to pay particular 
attention to.  

Critical Thinking Critical Thinking Critical Thinking Critical Thinking Critical Thinking Critical Thinking   

GP- Content Indicators 
Clarification: These are the 
performance indicators you 
will teach, assess and report 
on. 

Historical Inquiry 
WSD.HS.HI.CA.9-10.2 - 
Causation and Argument 
9-10.2 
WSD.HS.HI.HP.9-10.1 - 
Historical Perspective 
9-10.1 
WSD.HS.HI.SE.9-10.1 - 
Source and Evidence 
9-10.1 

Historical Inquiry 
WSD.HS.HI.CA.9-10.2 
- Causation and 
Argument 9-10.2 
WSD.HS.HI.HP.9-10.1 - 
Historical Perspective 
9-10.1 
WSD.HS.HI.SE.9-10.1 - 
Source and Evidence 
9-10.1 

Historical Inquiry 
WSD.HS.HI.CA.9-10.2 - 
Causation and Argument 
9-10.2 
WSD.HS.HI.HP.9-10.1 - 
Historical Perspective 
9-10.1 
WSD.HS.HI.SE.9-10.1 - 
Source and Evidence 
9-10.1 

Historical Inquiry 
WSD.HS.HI.CA.9-10.2 - 
Causation and Argument 
9-10.2 
WSD.HS.HI.HP.9-10.1 - 
Historical Perspective 
9-10.1 
WSD.HS.HI.SE.9-10.1 - 
Source and Evidence 
9-10.1 

Historical Inquiry 
WSD.HS.HI.CA.9-10.2 - 
Causation and Argument 
9-10.2 
WSD.HS.HI.HP.9-10.1 - 
Historical Perspective 
9-10.1 
WSD.HS.HI.SE.9-10.1 - 
Source and Evidence 
9-10.1 

Historical Inquiry 
WSD.HS.HI.CA.9-10.2 - 
Causation and Argument 
9-10.2 
WSD.HS.HI.HP.9-10.1 - 
Historical Perspective 
9-10.1 
WSD.HS.HI.SE.9-10.1 - 
Source and Evidence 
9-10.1 
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Summative Assessment 
Clarification: This is a brief 
description of the task and or 
product you will use to assess 
student proficiency on the 
performance indicators you 
identified above. 

Students will write a short 
essay demonstrating their 
understanding of American 
Values.  They will 
incorporate their personal 
values with ideas from 
Jefferson in the 
Declaration of 
Independence, while 
paying attention to groups 
that  

Students will present their 
learning to one or more of 
the essential questions 
using the dimensions of 
the Critical Thinking GX - 
inquiry,  investigation, 
analysis, findings, and 
reflection. 

Students will present their 
learning to one or more of 
the essential questions 
using the dimensions of 
the Critical Thinking GX - 
inquiry,  investigation, 
analysis, findings, and 
reflection. 

Students will present their 
learning to one or more of 
the essential questions 
using the dimensions of 
the Critical Thinking GX - 
inquiry,  investigation, 
analysis, findings, and 
reflection. 

Students will present their 
learning to one or more of 
the essential questions 
using the dimensions of 
the Critical Thinking GX - 
inquiry,  investigation, 
analysis, findings, and 
reflection. 

Students will present their 
learning to one or more of 
the essential questions 
using the dimensions of 
the Critical Thinking GX - 
inquiry,  investigation, 
analysis, findings, and 
reflection. 

  

Link to Unit 
Clarification: 
This is the link to your unit 
plan. 

        

 


