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This year-long class introduces students to world events and world geography. It prepares students for the U.S. History and Government classes. The course examines the diversity of cultures, including European history, Asian history
(China and Japan), Middle Eastern, and Pre Columbian events in Mesoamerica. The course addresses the five themes of geography (Location, Place, Human-Environment Interaction, Movement, and Region) and emphasizes cultural

similarities and differences. After establishing a "global view" of places and names, the course focuses on specific areas and how location, culture, and movement affected development of people and cultures.

As an introductory class, Overview of World History gives students an awareness of the world, the ability to locate countries in specific geographic areas, an understanding of historical development, including its effects on contemporary
life and current events. In addition to lessons from the textbooks, the course examines maps and world cultures. Projects stress methods around collecting and organizing information in order to develop written and oral presentations.
Students should have basic reading and writing proficiency.

This year-long class trains students in historical thinking skills through a topic-based investigation of key processes and events in human history.

Our first big idea is causation: what makes human societies change? What makes the modern world - as it exists today - different from every other time period in history? How is life both the same and different? Why do some regions of
the world have more power than others? Our second big idea is perspective: how do people's backgrounds and experiences shape their values, beliefs, and views of the world?

In the first semester, we will investigate ancient history, starting with the development of the first human societies and continuing through classical Greece. We will switch to modern history in the Spring as we look at the industrial
revolution, imperialism, and the rise of totalitarian states in the 20th century. We will conclude by studying human rights in history and as they exist at Winooski High School. Assessments will include research projects, essays, and tests.
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